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PRESENTATION AND AIMS 

 

As part of the International Day of Caves and Karst proclaimed by UNESCO, CIRS ETS - Hyblean Center of 
Speleo-Hydrogeological Research, is organizing the fourth edition of Man and Karst in Sicily. The event will 
take place from September 13 to 19, 2026, in the magical natural setting of the Vendicari Special Fauna Oasis 
Nature Reserve, in the far southeastern corner of Sicily. 

This magical natural location founded in March 1984 to allow birds to call in and nest and to permit 
conservation of the psammo-holophilous and Mediterranean vegetation, the reserve is the southeastern tip of 
Sicily in a vast area particularly characterized by a complex system of coastal marshes. It has a surface of 
1235.7 hectares, 521.3 of which in Zone A and 714.4 in Zone B. It lies in the territory of the Commune of 
Noto, in Syrecuse province. The area has also been included among “Wetlands of international importance”, 
has been identified as Site of Community Interest (SCI) and Special Protection Area (SPA) and belongs to the 
important Bird Area (IBA) of the Vendicari Marshes and Capo Passero. 

In this fascinating natural scenery, Man and Karst 2026 in Sicily, like previous editions, aims to contribute to 
the understanding, promotion, and protection of karst landscapes and caves, including their ecosystems and 
cultural heritage. This effort supports scientific research, not just as an end in itself, but for the benefit of the 
entire community. 

The event represents a unique opportunity to share knowledge and experiences, promote the conservation and 
sustainable management of these unique environments, and raise public awareness about the importance of 
preserving our natural and cultural heritage. 

Furthermore, Man and Karst 2026 provides an occasion to reflect on the challenges and opportunities related 
to the management of karst landscapes and caves, and to identify strategies and concrete actions to protect and 
enhance these natural and cultural treasures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VENUE AND TIME 
The event will be held at the Casa Cittadella and Marianelli facilities, inside the Natural Reserve of Vendicari, 
the latter being a Center for the Conservation of Agricultural and Forestry Germplasm. 
 
MAIN ORGANIZERS 
* C.I.R.S. - Centro Ibleo di Ricerche Speleo-Idrogeologiche, Ragusa, Italy 
* Assessorato dell’agricoltura, dello sviluppo rurale e della pesca mediterranea 
   Dipartimento dello Sviluppo Rurale e Territoriale - Servizio 16 Siracusa 
* Dipartimento di Scienze Biologiche, Geologiche e Ambientali, Università di Catania 
* Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra e Geoambientali, Università degli Studi di Bari Aldo Moro 
* DIGE - Dipartimento di Matematica, Informatica e Geoscienze, Università di Trieste 
* Dipartimento MIFT, Università di Messina 
* Department of Earth Science, University of Benghazi 
* Ordine Regionale Geologi di Sicilia 
* UNESCO Chair on Karst Education, Vipava, Slovenia 
* ZRC SAZU Karst Research Institute, Postojna, Slovenia 
* TETIDE APS, Italy 
* Gruppo Grotte Cacyparis  
* Ente Fauna Siciliana 
 
TOPICS OF THE CONFERENCE 

• Karst geomorphology 
• Karst hydrogeology and water protection 
• Speleology and Caves conservation 
• Archeology and paleontology in karst caves 
• Biospeleology and ecology 
• Vulnerability, protection and fruition of karst landscapes and caves 
• Mines and artificial underground structures in karst areas 
• Karst geohazards 
• Caves in volcanic areas 
 

PROGRAM OUTLINE* 
 

Date                                                    Program 
Sunday, September 13th                    International Day of Caves and Karst 
                                                             Pre-Conference excursion 
                                                             Field trip to the Monello Speleological Reserve 
                                                             Visit of Grotta Monello and Grotta Chiusazza 
                                                             Welcome by the University of Catania 
Monday, September 14th                   Registration                                         
                                                             Scientific sessions  
                                                             Welcome by the Assessorato dell’agricoltura, dello sviluppo rurale e 
                                                             della pesca mediterranea - Dipartimento dello Sviluppo Rurale e 
                                                             Territoriale - Servizio 16 Siracusa                                                                                    
Tuesday, September 15th                   Scientific sessions 
                                                             Poster session 
                                                             Evening visit to the Baroque monuments of Noto, a UNESCO World  
                                                             Heritage Site.                                                                                 
Wednesday, September 16th                     Full day excursion 

                                                             Trekking in the Natural Reserve of Vendicari 
                                                             Excursion to characteristic seaside village of Portopalo di Capo 
                                                             Passero and to the island of Capo Passero and (oprtional) sea 
                                                             swimming).                             
                                                             Gala Party in the seaside village of Marzamemi 



                                                            Post-conference excursions 

Thursday, September 17th                                                        
                                                      Trekking in the Anapo - Calcinara - Pantalica Natural Reserve with  
                                                      Visit to the Grotta dei Pipistrelli and Grotta Trovata. 
 
Friday, September 18th 

                                                       Trekking to the fluviokarst Cava Grande del Cassibile Natural Reserve 
                                                       Visit of Dieri of Grotta dei Briganti and (optional) swimming in the 
                                                       Laghetti di Avola. 
                                                                                                          
Saturday, September 19th  
                                                       Trekking in the gypsum caves and gorges of Vallone del Ponte                                                                                                                                                                
                                                       (Sant’Angelo Muxaro, Agrigento province).  
                                                       Welcome by the Municipality of Sant’Angelo Muxaro              
 

* The aforementioned program and post-conference excursions will be confirmed with possible variations 
and/or additions with the second circular. 
 
 
REGISTRATION, FEE AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
  

 Deadline Student Not Student 
Early Bird May 31st 70 € 150 € 
Late No Deadline 100 € 180 € 
Accompany person No Deadline  100 € 

 
The fee includes conference materials, coffee breaks, participation at Gala party, visits and excursions of the 
days 15th and 16th of September. 
Participants are invited to present their contributions in oral or poster form. Abstract / extended abstract and 
poster must be communicated with the pre-registration and submitted in English to info@cirs-ragusa.org by 
May 31st 2026. The scientific committee will communicate the acceptance of the submitted abstract by June. 
The official languages of the event are English and Italian. 
 

ACCOMODATION IN NOTO: 

Grand Hotel Sofia **** Starrs Breakfast included S:90-D:110-T:150 Tel. +39 0931835057 
Noto Boutique Hotel **** Stars Breakfast included See * Tel. +39 3349154645 
Hotel Flora ***   Stars Breakfast included See * Tel. +39 3349154645 
Porta Nazionale Dependance ***   Stars Breakfast included See * Tel. +39 3349154645 
B&B Vinci - Hotel ***   Stars Without Breakfast S:55-D:65-T:75 Tel. +39 3284074149 
Il Castello Ostello della Gioventù  Breakfast included See ** Tel. +39 3208388869 

In the table some hotel facilities that have agreements with Man and Karst organization for a discounted price. 
Cost in € for S:Single - D:Double - T:Triple 
* Check the costs of these facilities on booking.com and contact the Hotel/B&B for the reservation: a 15% discount will 
be applied to these costs. 
** multiple rooms from 8-9-10: € 20,00/person - Double/triple/quadruple rooms € 25,00/person  
More detailed information will be provided with the second circular available in late May 2026. 
 
CONTACT: 
Dr. Rosario Ruggieri PhD 
Tel: +39 3519863290 
info@cirs-ragusa.org 
www.cirs-ragusa.org 
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